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anxious to be on good terms with Henry because in his great
struggle with the Emperor he wanted the support of England
and France, and, though Becket still hesitated, the promise to
accept Henry's demand was given. Early in the next year, 1164,
the Great Council of Magnates—that is, the bishops and the
greater barons—met at Clarendon (a royal estate and palace
near Salisbury, now disappeared), and St Thomas again yielded
—but only after a bad quarrel which had broken out between
Henry and Thomas when the Archbishop had tried to use the
words "saving my Order" in his acceptance.
Immediately afterwards the famous Constitutions of Claren-
don were drawn up, in sixteen points. The most important of
them embodied this demand of the King's to try the " criminous
clerks" in his own courts. Becket signed with the other bishops
(this was in January 1164), but by the autumn of the year he had
returned to his original position and was certain that he had done
wrong in signing. He felt this so strongly that he forbade
himself to say Mass, and sent word to the Pope asking for
absolution from the promise he had given. He failed to appear
before the King's court when summoned there, was condemned
for contumacy, fined a huge sum—and the quarrel with the King
became violent and open. The bishops urged the head of the
Church in England to give way, but he refused, and left the
country at the end of the year (1164) to put the matter before
the chief of Christendom. He went to see the Pope, who was at
Sens, in. France, and offered his resignation, which the Pope
would not accept. The Pope meanwhile temporized, saying
that many of the Constitutions of Clarendon were "tolerable."
Still anxious for Henry's support against the Emperor, he would
not fully support Becket. There was an effort at reconciliation
—due to the Pope—between Becket and the King in 1169 which
only partly succeeded, for immediately afterwards, in the summer
of 1170, Henry had his son crowned by the Archbishop of
York, Roger, who was the personal enemy of Becket; 'and as
the Archbishop of Canterbury alone had the right to crown the
king of England or his heir, and as the thing was done in spite
of even the Pope's prohibition and in spite, of course, of the
protests of Becket, it was felt to be an outrage.
It was during this heated mood, with the Pope now more
strongly supporting the Archbishop, that St Thomas prepared
to return to England. Henry had promised to restore the
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